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titled and ruined woman of bad reputation, it was
usual to project "campaigns" in Egypt, to raise
the wind when fortune was at a low ebb by means
of a razzia upon the Viceroy. These people used
mutually to form wishes for each other to obtain
commissions for furniture, for mirrors, for any kind
of article, with millions of profit as the result, and
perhaps also, by luck, a red ribbon .... for having
encouraged commerce and art! The moral standard
had fallen so low that gentlemen, bearers of fine
names, used to arrive at Alexandria, provided,
generally, with semi-official letters; they used to
get introduced to His Highness by their represent-
ative, who solicited for those who were recom-
mended to him a little drop of milk from that good
cow, so much more adored than ever was the ancient
Apis. The Viceroy, who did not know how to re-
fuse, used to grant the favour sued for with con-
tempt upon his lips. Could he act differently?
The habit had been fallen into, and his Christian
officials who were most intimate with him, those
who seemed most devoted to him, pressed and
worried him without ceasing, so as to win their
share of the prey. The fortunate traveller used
then to quit the palace, com missioned to supply
thousands of tons of coal, of coke, cloth, or shoes
for the army. Adroit associates under-bought the